Earth & Environmental science/APES
Phillip O. Berry Academy of Technology

Teacher: Rohit Desai                                                                                                                 

Room: 250
Email: rohitj.desai@cms.k12.nc.us
Web:www.desairpob.weebly.com

Course Description EES 
This course is a science class emphasizing the function of the earth’s system. Emphasis is placed on the human interactions with the Earth’s geologic and environmental systems, predictability of a dynamic Earth, origin and evolution of the Earth system and universe, geochemical cycles and energy in the Earth system.
Course Outline

The following topics will be covered during the course of this class:

· Introduction to Earth & Environmental Science
(   Scientific Method

· Maps
(   Geology
· Earth’s History
(   Oceanography
· Environmental Changes
(   Meteorology
· Astronomy

Course Description APES 

AP Environmental Science is a college level course with the ability to transfer college credits if you pass the AP Exam in May. The goal of AP Environmental Science is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them. Environmental science is interdisciplinary; it embraces a wide variety of topics from different areas of study. The curriculum draws upon various scientific disciplines including:

Course Outline

The following topics will be covered during the course of this class:

I. Earth systems and resources.-10-15%

II. The Living World-10-15%


III. Human Population Dynamics (and Policies)-10-15%
IV. Land and Water Use-10-15%
V. Energy Resources and Consumption-10-15%
VI. Pollution-25-30%
VII. Global Change -10-15%
Once in a week bring current events on Environmental issue in the World from Newspaper or magazines.-Follow Rubric-h/o copy
Submit Free Response Questions unit wise once  a week.-Follow Rubric-h/o copy
Classroom Materials

1) 3-ring Binder and dividers
(  Writing Implements (blue/black only)
1. Loose Leaf Paper
(  Calculator (optional)
2. #2 pencils & Sharpener
                    
3. Colored Pencils          One notebook for LAB Follow Rubric-h/o copy
Students Grading Policies

Each student’s grades will be based on their academic performance. Each student will earn his/her grade based on their comprehension of the material. The following is how grades will be proportioned for this course:

· Classwork/Informal Assessments/Homework-30% of the quarter grade.
Classwork includes-warm-ups, notebook check, quizzes, group work, in –class task and class participation. A minimum of 4 informal assessments per quarter shall be included in the final grade.
· Assessments/ Formal Assessments-70% of the quarter grade.

Formal assessment includes-tests, comprehensive writing assignments, projects. A minimum of 2 formal assessments per quarter shall be included in the final grade.
Grades will be available on-line via Parent Assistant. 
Grading Scale:

A
90% - 100%
B
80% - 89%
C
70% - 79%
D
60% - 69%
F
0% - 59%
Class Rules:
• Be Respectful

• Be Responsible

• Be Supportive

• Be Safe

… and as always, we will follow all Phillip O. Berry school rules at all times
Consequences

In order to maintain the best learning environment for all students, it is important for everyone to follow the policies regarding in-class and out-of-class behavior including the dress code, behavior expectations, etc.   When behaviors do not meet expectations, students can expect the following consequences:

1. Verbal warning – name on teacher disciplinary log

2. Seat Change / Student Conference/Parent Contact
3. Parental Conference

4. Office referral/Removal from the learning environment.

As no two circumstances are the same, there may be times when I must skip a verbal warning or parental contact and immediately refer a student to the office.  Please remember, you are responsible for your own behavior and should respect the learning process.  I do contact home for positive reasons as well as negative reasons.
Expectation for Assignments
· I have planned many activities for us, and expect all assignments done completely and promptly.  Late work will be accepted in accordance with the CMS Board Regulation IKB-R:I A student who misses h/w or other assign, or due to dates because of absences will be allowed to make up the work. Arrangements for completing the work should be made within five school days of the student’s return to school. The student must initiate the contact with the teacher for receive make up work.
· Homework and other assignments will be accepted, even when turned in after the designated due date. If the student was not present in the school on the due date because of an excused absence, full credit must be given for the completed work on the return date. If the student was not present in class on the due date because of an unexcused absence, the work will be given less credit-10% deduction per day.
· I will follow the school’s tardy policy.  Class will start promptly after the bell rings.  Please be start on the Warm-Up promptly upon entering the classroom.  We will get each class started immediately!
· Expect homework each night.  Students can have make-up period.  I follow the school’s policy on dress code, food and drink in the classroom, language, and especially lab safety rules.  Consult your student handbook and the lab safety rules for questions.
· Classroom decorum is business decorum.  
Attendance

According to the student handbook, a student is allowed to miss 10 days in a class before having to complete recovery for that particular class. It is of utmost importance for the student to be in class in order to not fall behind on work and understanding, as many concepts build on each other.   If a student knows that they will be absent in advance, it is their responsibility to get any work they will be missing and make-up any tests/quizzes that were administered. 

Absences

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO FIND OUT WHAT ASSIGNMENTS WERE GIVEN IF YOU ARE ABSENT.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING UP ANY MISSED WORK FOR AN ABSENCE IN A TIMELY MANNER.  In order to not fall behind, you can email me or check my webpage to see what you missed.  If a student is absent on the assignment due date, the assignment is due the day that the student returns to class.  Students have five days to make arrangements.
Notebooks, Note taking, and Study Cards

You are required to maintain a notebook/binder.  In this notebook you are to keep everything.  The first item should be this Student Handbook.  The second should be your Table of Contents page.  Everything we do in and out of class is expected to be in you binder.  Keep everything in chronological (date) order.  You will receive several notebook check grades for your notebook.  Each time a graded paper is returned.  You should record the assignment on the table of contents.  
Labs

The lab is not place for horseplay, and it will not be tolerated.  All lab safety rules will be obeyed at all times.  Some labs may be made up after school or at home.  For other labs there will not be make-up opportunities (due to material or time limits).  When this is the case a three page report on a relevant and related topic will be assigned and is due one week from date assigned.

ALL TESTS will be announced in advance as soon as possible, in order for you to review the material and/or come in for extra help.  It is YOUR responsibility to schedule time for extra help.  IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO BE IN ATTENDANCE DURING ALL TESTS.   It is your responsibility to schedule a time to take a make-up test as soon as possible; within five days from your absence.  If not made up within five days it will result in zero.  Make-up tests can be scheduled before or after school.  

QUIZZES – quizzes may or may not be announced.  You should be reviewing class material each night in order to be prepared for a quiz.  It is your responsibility to schedule a time to take a make-up quiz within 3 days.
Failure is not an OPTION POLICY

If a student scores below 59% on a test, a re-take may be given after the student has received additional instruction. 

Earth and Environmental Science/APES  – Mr. Rohit Desai
Student/Parent Agreement and Contact Information
Student Agreement:
I have read and understand all policies and procedures.  I agree to abide by them at all times.  If I have a question, I will ask.  I also agree to only turn in my work as my own; it will not be plagiarized, copied or borrowed from someone else and claimed as mine.

__________________________/________________________________/__________

Student Name
                                         Student Signature                        
                          Date

_____________________________________________________________________

Student Email Address (For a classroom email list)

Parent Agreement:
I have read and understand all policies and procedures as outlined in the course syllabus.  I understand that my child is expected to abide by them at all times.  I also understand that if I have a question or concern, I can contact the teacher.  I understand if my child turns in work that is copied, plagiarized, etc. that my child will not receive credit for that assignment.

________________________________________

__________________

Parent Signature

                              


            
Date

Please complete the following information:
Parent/Guardian Name:  _________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:  _____________________  Work Phone:  __________________________

Cell Phone:  ____________________  Parent Email :  _____________________________

*Does your child have internet access at home? 

 YES

NO

*Would you like to be on a classroom email list to receive reminders concerning assignments and other information? 
YES

NO

*In a Non-Emergency situation, would you prefer to be contacted by email or phone?

**Use this space for any information you feel I should know** 

(Ex: Medical Conditions, medications, allergies, seating requirements, etc.)

(
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